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'SUBJECT: (U) NWFP GOVERNOR ON THE AFGHAN REFUGEES 

*•". (u) north-west frontier province governor lt. gen. 
••ffazle haq used september 1 meeting with local management 
..trainees to defend the conduct of the more than two million 

• afghan refugees residing in his province and to caution 
frontier inhabitants against a propaganda campaign "launched 

••fty a vicious circle against the refugees" with "no other 
••motives but to create a gulf of differences between the 

• Locals and the refugees." 

"*«. (u) as ouoted in the following b6's "khyber mail." 
**hao pointed to "concocted. highly exaggerated and baseless 

stories" in a section of the press and proceeked to refute 
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THOSE ALLEGATIONS WHICH ARE GENERALLY LEVELLED AGAINFT THE 
REFUGEES (NO DETAILS GIVEN). HAQ POINTED OUT THAT THE PEOPLE 
OF PAKISTAN AND AFGHANISTAN ARE LINKED THROUGH A LONG HISTORY 
OF RELATIONS AND NOTEO THAT AFGHANISTAN HAD PREVIOUSLY WELCOMED 
A LARGE NUMBER OF INDIAN MUSLIM REFUGEES DURING THE KHALAFAT 
MOVEMENT PRIOR TO PARTITION OF THE SUBCONTINENT. HE ADDED 
THAT THE AFGHAN REFUGEES HAVE BEEN GIVEN TEMPORARY SHELTER 
ON HUMANITARIAN AND ISLAMIC GROUNDS AND LAUDED THEIR DISCIPLINE 
AND CHARACXEJLASWELL AS THE "EXCELLENT BEHAVIOR" ON THE PART 
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OF THE LOCAL PEOPLE OF NWFP ANO THf TRIBAL AGENCIES. 

3. BEGIN LIMITED OFFICIAL USE: COMMENT: THE GOVERNOR REM*INS 
A STRONG SUPPORTER OF CONTINUED HUMANITARIAN AID TO THE 
AFGHAN REFUGEES BUT IS OBVIOUSLY CONCERNEO THAT REFUGEE- 
LOCAL TENSIONS COULD ERODE 5UPPORT WITHIN PAKISTAN FOR THE 
GOP'S FIRM STANO ON AFGHANISTAN ANO ITS POLICY OF REFUGE 
AND SUCCOR TO THE REFUGEES. OCCASIONAL BUT SOMETIMES SERIOUS 
DISPUTES OVER WATER AND GRAZING LANO AND A GENERAL UNDERCURRENT 
OF DISCOMFORT OVER THE APPARENT INCREASING PERMANENCE OF THE 
REFUGEES AND THEIR INVOLVEMENT IN THE LOCAL ECONOMY JUSTIFY 
HIS CONCERN. WE WOULD AGREE WITH HIM THAT BY AND LARGE THE 
BEHAVIOR OF BOTH THE REFUGEES AND THEIR HOSTS HAS SO FAR BEEN 
..COMMENDABLE. END L. 0. U. LPRTON 
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